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Description: 

Thoracosphaera reticulata J AFAR, 197 5 

Thoracosphaera 
reticulata 

Figs. 3, 4, 6, 7 - Thoracosphaera reticulata n. sp. Light micrographs, x 2000. 
3) Holotype SM B. 125 92, normal light, medium focus; 4) x-nicols, high 
focus, 6) paratype SM. B 125 89, normal light, medium focus; 7) x-nicols, 

high focus . 

Diagnosis: Small- to moderate-sized spectes of Thoracosphaera showing net-work of small 
polygonal elements. 
Description: The small- to medium-sized spherical tests show reticulate sculpture of wall. 

Dimensions: 
Holotype: diameter of test: 12.5 fL; thickness of wall: 1.5 fL; size of elements: 1 fL· Paratype: 
diameter of test: 17.5 fL; thickness of wall: 2 fL; size of elements: 1 fL-1.5 fL· 

Remarks: 

This is quite an unusual species of Thoracosphaera exhibiting a dark central core and reticulate 
sculpture of wall. Under crossed-nicols the small polygonal elements exhibit uniform character. 
Due to its peculiar behaviour, at first, it was though to represent proloculi of planktonic 
foraminifera, but the specimens do not yield an interference cro;;s typical for a foraminiferal 
test. Moreover, the specimens do not show any sign of damage either. 

Type level: 

Upper Middle Miocene. 

Occurrence: Rare in the Rotti sample (in frequency of occurrence, next to Th. heimi). This 
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sample has been assigned by the present author to the Upper Middle Miocene, corresponding 
to the upper part of the standard nannoplankton Zone NN 9 (Martini and Worsley, 1970). 

Type locality: 

Sample n° 168 from Bebalain, Rotti, Series VIII of the first Netherlands' Timor expedition 
(Indonesia). 

Depository: 

Mineralogisch-Geologisch Museum of the Technif.che Hogeschool, Delft, The Netherlands. 
Catalogue No KA 16243. 
Holotype : SM. B 125 92 11.5Nf18.0 E from the blue point ; paratype: SM. B 125 89 6.9Nf8 .0 
E from the blue point. 

Author: 

Jafar S.A., 1975, p. 83 ; pl. 11, figs. 3, 4, 6, 7. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannoplabkton from the Miocene of Rotti, Indonesia. Verh. der Konin. Neder. 
Akad. van Wetensch., afd. Natuurk., Eerste Reeks, Deel 28, pp. 1-100, 15 pls., 2 figs., 1 tab. 
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